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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schwed(5592556). 

3. As per claims 1, 13, 25, Schwed discloses a digital interface device for facilitating key 
encryption of a digital signal which is communicated from a computer system to an associated 
peripheral device(see col 1, lines 57-67, col. 2, lines 5-25), where the associated peripheral 
device decrypts the communicated digital signal for use(see col. 2, lines 5-25), the interface 
device includes a digital output formatting circuitry associated with the output;(see col. 4, lines 
51-67) a non- volatile RAM for containing a BIOS for controlling digital output formatting 
having a specific write-protectable area allocated for storing an encryption key flag at a flag 
address and encryption key data(see col. 7, lines 9-40, col. 9, lines 22-50); and the specific write- 
protectable area being rendered read-only when a predetermined flag value is stored at the flag 
address whereby encryption key data many be stored in the specific area of the non- volatile 
RAM in connection with storing the predetermined flag value at the flag address such that stored 
encryption data cannot be altered by a subsequent write operation to the non- volatile RAM(see 
col. 7, lines 9-40, col. 8, lines 42-60). 
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4. As per claims 2, 14, 26, Schwed discloses a first predetermined flag value at the flag 
address in association with the key encryption data in the specific write-protectable area which 
first flag value indicates encryption enablement(see col. 9, lines 22-50). 

5. As per claims 3, 1 5, 27, Schwed discloses to receive either a first predetermined flag 
value at the flag address in association with the key encryption data in the specific write- 
protectable area which first flag value indicates encryption enablement or a second 
predetermined flag value at the flag address which second flag value indicates encryption 
disablement in which case the digital interface device is permanently disabled for using the key 
encryption(see col. 7, lines 9-40, col 9, lines 22-50). 

6. As per claim 4, Schwed discloses configured to receive the predetermined value any 
value other than a specific value which specific value enable writing into the write-protectable 
area(see col. 16, lines 59-67). 

7. As per claims 5, 17, Schwed discloses wherein the key flag is a combination of one or 
more values stored at the one or more flag addresses within the write protectable area(see col. 17, 
lines 10-27). 

8. As per claims 6, 18, Schwed discloses wherein the associated peripheral device is a 
digital display and the digital out is an output port for a digital video signal(see col. 5, lines 1- 
43). 

9. As per claims 7, 19, Schwed discloses a digital video interface card(see col. 2, lines 43- 
62). 
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10. As per claims 8, 20, Schwed discloses wherein the specific write-protectable area is at 
least 512K bytes and located at an address range higher than an address range reserved for a 
BIOS(see col. 14, lines 9-39). 

11. As per claims 9, 21, 28, Schwed discloses providing a digital interface device having a 
digital output, digital output formatting circuitry associated with the output, and a non- volatile 
RAM for containing a BIOS for controlling digital output formatting(see col. 7, lines 9-40, col. 
8, lines 42-60); allocating a specific addressable area on the non- volatile RAM for storing an 
encryption key flag and encryption key data; and rendering the specific area read-only when a 
predetermined key flag value is written in the specific addressable area at a key flag address(see 
col. 7, lines 9-40, col. 9, lines 22-50). 

12. As per claims 10, 22, 29, Schwed discloses writing a first predetermined flag value at the 
key flag address along with key encryption data in the specific area to enable key encryption(see 
col. 9, lines 22-50). 

13. As per claims 1 1, 23, 30, Schwed discloses writing a first predetermined flag value at the 
key flag address along with key encryption data in the specific area to enable key encryption; or 
writing a second predetermined flag value at the key flag address to permanently disable key 
encryption using the specific area(see col. 2, lines 44-62, col. 3, lines 1-19). 

14. As per claims 12, 24, Schwed discloses storing a specific value in the key flag address at 
the time the specific addressable area is allocated wherein the predetermined key value is any 
value other than the specific value(see col. 9, lines 22-50). 

15. As per claim 16, the limitations have already been addressed(see claims 1-2). 
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Response to Amendment 

16. The Applicant states that Schwed does not disclose storing a specific write-protectable 
area that contains a flag address, which controls whether or not the area is read only. 

17. The Applicant states that a specific write-protectable area thorough the use of a key flag 
address within the area itself The Examiner disagrees with both comments. Schwed discloses 
write protect enablement, because the transmission of Schwed is encrypted in order to protect 
against eavesdroppers(see col. 9, lines 22-25). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E Jackson whose telephone number is (703) 306-0426. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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